
 An Open & Affirming, A2A-Accessible to All 
Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

30 August 2026 – 10:30 AM 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
*indicates the congregation is invited to stand. 
Please feel free to remain seated if you prefer. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

  PRELUDE  Morning Glory Duke Ellingtom/Rex Stewart
   Aidan Santa Cruz, piano • Marie Smith, vocals 
 

  WELCOME   The Rev. David Pattee, pastor 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Susie Land, liturgist 
  

 One: Your voice burns within the depths of our being, O God, 
 All:    Drawing us into your presence, calling us into relationship. 
 One: Hear the cries of your people, and speak a word of encouragement, 
 All: That we may proclaim to all the earth the glory of your name. 
 

*HYMN   GATHER US IN 
 

Here in this place new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away, 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in – the lost and forsaken, gather us in – the blind and the lame; 
Call to us now and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young – our lives are a myst’ry, we are the old – who yearn for your face, 
We have been sung throughout all of histr’y, called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in – the rich and the haughty, gather us in – the proud and the strong; 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

*INVOCATION 
 

*GREETING OF PEACE 
  

A Primer Question for Today 
What does your name say about you? How does it tell your story? 

 

  ANTHEM  Don’t Give Up Peter Gabriel 
 

  SCRIPTURE Exodus 3:1-15 Susie Land 
 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 
flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. There the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush 
was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this 
great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned 
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have 
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have 
come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a 

 



good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry 
of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 
Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But 
Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent 
you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: 
 

This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations. 
 

  MEDITATION I Am! Pastor Dave 
 

  RESPONSE SPIRIT 
 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

  PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  ...concluding with A Prayer in the Spirit of Jesus 
 

Earth-Maker, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God in whom is Heaven: 
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe. 
May your Heavenly will be done by all creatures great and small. 
And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need this day, feed us. For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us. 
Through times of temptation, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love. 

 

  OFFERTORY   
  

 Invitation    www.PeaceUnited.org/Giving       
   Offertory Music Ev’ry Time We Say Goodbye  Cole Porter 
 

  *COVENANT   
 

We covenant with God and with each other: 
to walk together in all God’s ways as the Holy is revealed to us; 
to give ourselves freely and without reserve to Jesus’ ministry in this church; 
to celebrate through worship God’s amazing gifts of unity and diversity; 
to take up Christ’s mission around the world, striving for justice and peace; 
to care for the earth and all her creatures, reconciling ourselves to them in love; 
for God gives immeasurable grace into all life and every life.  

 

*HYMN   The congregation joining on the chorus Jim Manley 
 

Take, take, take off your shoes, 
you’re standing on holy ground; (x2) 
Well, the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof 
from the waters beneath to the heav’ens above, 
so take, take, take off your shoes, 
you’re standing on my holy ground, 
you’re standing on my holy ground. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

  POSTLUDE Brand New Day Van Morrison 

http://www.peaceunited.org/Giving

