An Open & Affirming, A2A-Accessible to All
Congregation of the United Church of Christ
12 April 2026 — 10:30 AM
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
*indicates the congregation is invited to stand.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST Please feel free to remain seated if you prefer.

PRELUDE Here Comes the Sun George Harrison
Luke Shepherd, piano & vocals

WELCOME The Rev. David Pattee, pastor

*GATHERING SONG “Jubilate, servite” Songs & Prayers from Taizé

Raise a song of gladness, peoples of the earth.
Christ has come, bringing peace, joy to ev’ry heart.
Alleluia, alleluia, joy to ev’ry heart!
Alleluia, alleluia, joy to ev’ry heart!

*CALL TO WORSHIP Maryse Postlewaite, liturgist
One: This is the good news we proclaim...
All:  Christ is risen!
One: We walk in the light of his love...
All:  To live in the truth of his justice and mercy.
One: Come, let us worship the One whose love triumphs over death.
All:  We celebrate the victory of God’s love.
*HYMN 4 [hymn sheet] Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You HYMN TO JOY

*PRAYER IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS

Earth-Maker, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Source of all that is and all that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all, Loving God in whom is Heaven:

May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe.

May your Heavenly will be done by all creatures great and small.

And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need this day, feed us. For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us.
Through times of temptation, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love.

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS

*GREETING OF PEACE



*GOSPEL John 20:19-29 Maryse Postlewaite

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

MEDITATION His Eye Is On the Sparrow arr. Luke Shepherd
SERMON For fear of the Christians! Pastor Dave
RESPONSE 581 [seated] WORLD PEACE PRAYER

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(IR
OFFERTORY ¥
Invitation et
Offertory Music Move On Stephen Sondheim
Alex Cook, baritone; Madison Charles, soprano
*COVENANT

We covenant with God and with each other:

to walk together in all God’s ways as the Holy is revealed to us;

to give ourselves freely and without reserve to Jesus’ ministry in this church;
to celebrate through worship God’s amazing gifts of unity and diversity;

to take up Christ’s mission around the world, striving for justice and peace;

to care for the earth and all her creatures, reconciling ourselves to them in love;
for God gives immeasurable grace into all life and every life.

*HYMN 476 [hymn sheet] My Life Flows on in Endless Song ENDLESS SONG
*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Where Do We Go from Here Nathan Tysen/Daniel Messe



GOD
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Ps. 145:10; Isa. 49:13
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Joytul, Joyful, We Adore You

Henry van Dyke, 1907; alt.
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a-dore you, God of glo-ry, God of love;
2 All your works with joy sur-round you, earth and heavenre - flect your rays,
3 You are giv - ing and for-giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blessed,
4 Mor-tals, join the might-y cho -rus whichthe morn-ing stars be - gan; -
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Hearts un - fold like flowers be - fore you, open-ing to the sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundyou, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv-ing, o-ceandepthof hap - py rest!

Melt the clouds of
Field and for - est,
Lov-ing Spir - it,
Ev - er sing-ing,

sin and

Fa - ther, Moth -er,
move we

sad - ness, drive the storms of
vale and moun-tain, flower-y

for - ward, faith - ful

Bound-less love is reign-ing o’er us, re-con-cil-ing race and clan.
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doubt a - way;
mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
who love be - long to you;
in the midstof strife,

all
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness,
Chant-ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain,
Teach us how to  love each oth - er,
Joy - ful mu-sic leads us on-ward
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fill us with the light of day.
teach us what our praise should be.
by that love our joy re - new.
in the tri-umph song of life.

I

Henry van Dyke was a noted church leader, U.S. ambassador,
Navy chaplain, and prolific writer. Many people associate this
hymn with Beethoven’s ninth symphony, but few are aware
of the original poem by the German classicist F. Schiller
(1759-1805) that inspired Beethoven.

HYMNTOJOY 8.7.8.7.D.
Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824
Adapt. and harm. Edward Hodges, 1846

Tune:



DISCIPLESHIP
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I Would Be True

Phil. 4.8-9 St. 1, 2, Howard Arnold Walter, 1917
St. 3, anon.; alt.
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1 I wouldbe true, for there are those who trust me; I would be
21 wouldbe friend of all, the foe, the friend-less; I would be
3 1 wouldbe prayer-ful througheachbus -y mo-ment; I wouldbe
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pure, for there are those who  care; I  wouldbe strong, for
giv - ing, and for-get the gift; I  wouldbe hum - ble,
con - stant - ly in touch with  God; I would be  tuned to
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there is much to suf - fer; I would be brave, for
for I know my weak - ness; I would look up, and
sense God’s slight - est whis - per; I would have  faith to
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there is much to dare, I would be brave, for there is much to dare.
laugh, and love, and live, I would look up, and laugh, and love, and live.
keep the path Christ trod, I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod.
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The first two stanzas of this hymn are from “My Creed,” a poem
that Howard Walter sent to his mother from Japan, where he
taught English before becoming a Congregational minister.
Walter died at the age of thirty-five while working for the

Y.M.C.A. in India.

Tune: PEEK 11.10.11.10.10.
Joseph Y. Peek, 1911



